
Civil & political rights
Charles Perkins
Without doubt the most well-
known Aboriginal person 
associated with Glebe is 
Charles (or Charlie) Perkins.

Charlie Perkins was born in 
Alice Springs 16 June 1936. 
He was a fitter and turner and 
a great sportsman, as well as 
‘prominent Indigenous activist 
and public servant.’1

He lived and his family lived in 
Catherine Street, Glebe.

This famous photo of Charles 
Perkins shows him travelling 
home after being at Tranby.2

The Freedom Ride
The Freedom Ride led by Charles Perkins, took place from 12-26 February 1965. Students from the 
University of Sydney toured NSW towns known to practise racial discrimination. The ride ended at 
Charlie Perkins’ house in Catherine Street Glebe.5

The Freedom Ride
Charles Perkins speaks to Aboriginal residents at Moree.6 Ann Curthoys, who was one of 
the Freedom Riders, spoke about Charlie Perkins’ role in the Freedom Ride at a Glebe 
Society event in 2013:

Charles Perkins, the most famous participant, lived in Catherine Street in Forest Lodge, 
and some crucial organising and preparation meetings were held at his house. … 
Glebe, of course, was already a centre of Aboriginal activity, with the establishment of 
Tranby as a training college for Alf Clint’s Aboriginal Cooperative Movement in 1958 at 
13 Mansfield Street.7

Tranby – the first independent Aboriginal education provider
Tranby National Indigenous Adult Education and Training is located in Mansfield Street 
Glebe. It was established in 1957, and is Australia’s oldest, not-for-profit, independent 
Indigenous education provider.8

Tranby is more than a provider of education and training; it is a cultural hub from Aboriginal 
people from all over the country and has fostered many important cultural and artistic 
activities. See other posters in this exhibition for more details.

Tranby engages with Aboriginal civil and political rights actions, such as the land rights 
movement from the early 1970s and was involved in gaining support for the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody in the 1990s.9
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RIGHT: The Charles 
Perkins Centre at the 
University of Sydney 
is named after 
Charles Perkins. The 
Centre works to 
improve public 
health.3

Land Rights
A key civil and political right for Aboriginal people is the right to their land. Glebe – via Tranby –
has played a role in the Land Rights movement. The NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC) 
was formed in 1977. Initially without government funding, the NSWALC was assisted by Tranby
College to submit around ten land claims in NSW; after which they obtained external funding.10

LEFT: Charles Perkins was an excellent soccer 
player.  He rose through the ranks in Adelaide and 
was asked to try out for Everton in England where he 
was offered a part-time contract.  He turned down 
various offers in the UK and returned to Australia. 
“Football serves a three-fold purpose. The first was to 
provide me with finance for my study. Second, it 
enabled me to keep fit because I needed to study for 
such long hours. Third, it was the means whereby I 
could mix socially and enjoy myself comfortably.’4
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