
Aboriginal people and Rozelle Bay

)

The waterways in 1849
Physical evidence of Aboriginal occupation of the waterways associated with Rozelle Bay (referred to 
as Johnstone’s Bay in this 1849 map) has been identified in multiple locations.1

Johnstons Creek 
today
Johnstons Creek has been 
channelized as part of the 
land reclamation process. 

The estuarine environment 
has been massively disturbed, 
but remnants of Aboriginal 
middens can still be found.2

Possible disturbed midden in 
Rozelle Bay
Species of animals identified at this location 
include the ark cockle (Anadara trapesia), 
scallop (Pecten fumatus) and Sydney rock 
oyster (Saccostrea cuccullata) and Mud 
Welk (Pyrazus ebeninus).3 Aboriginal 
people would have eaten these animals and 
discarded their shells in piles, now called 
‘middens’.

According to a 2017 report by the then 
Leichhardt Council, Aboriginal art (pigment 
or engraved) has been found around 
Johnstons Creek. The art is itemised as  
#45-6-2676 under the NPWS Aboriginal 
Heritage Information Management System 
for the Study Area. No further information is 
provided in the report.4

Orphan School Creek
Orphan School Creek is an integral part of the area’s waterways and would no doubt have 
been used by Aboriginal people.  Wikipedia describes Orphan School Creek as “a storm 
drain located in inner Sydney”, but it was once a substantial creek that arose in what is 
now part of the University of Sydney and drained into Johnstons Creek at the low point of 
Wigram Rd. The part of the creek that remains above ground is now being beautifully 
restored by Orphan School Creek Bushcare Group.5

A rare image of Orphan School Creek before it was piped
Orphan School Creek can be seen running behind Royal Prince Alfred Hospital towards 
Parramatta Rd.6

Aboriginal people living and working around Rozelle Bay in the 20th century
Opportunities for work in the industries around Rozelle Bay drew Aboriginal people to live and work here 
after WWII.

The ‘History of Aboriginal Sydney’ site reports that, in 1958, Aboriginal families were living among the 
wharves and old boats along what is now Bicentennial Park and Federal Park near the end of Glebe 
Point Road. “They pick up employment in unofficial labour exchanges like the White Bay Hotel, and also 
gain income from scavenging for scrap metal and timber”.7
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